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503 Road (L)
A maintained road less than 5 m wide suitable for vehicles in all weather.
Colour: black.

504 Vehicle track (L)
A track or poorly maintained road suitable for vehicles only when travelling 
slowly. For distinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are joined at the junc-
tion.
For indistinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are not joined.
Minimum length (isolated): two dashes (6.25 mm - footprint 94 m).
Colour: black.

505 Footpath (L)
An easily runnable path, bicycle track or old vehicle track.
For distinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are joined at the junction.
For indistinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are not joined.
Minimum length (isolated): two dashes (4.25 mm - footprint 64 m)
Colour: black.

506 Small footpath (L)
A runnable small path or (temporary) forest extraction track which can be fol-
lowed at competition speed.
For distinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are joined at the junction.
For indistinct junctions the dashes of the symbols are not joined.
Minimum length (isolated): two dashes (2.25 mm - footprint 34 m).
Colour: black.

507 Less distinct small footpath (L)
A runnable less distinct / visible small path or forestry extraction track.
Minimum length: two sections of double dashes (5.3 mm - footprint 79.5 m).
Colour: black.

508 Narrow ride or linear trace through the terrain (L)
A forest ride or a prominent trace (forestry extraction track, sandy track, ski 
track) through the terrain which does not have a distinct runnable path along it.
Runnability is shown using a slightly thicker line of yellow, green or white as 
background. Without outline: the same runnability as the surroundings.
Yellow 100%: easy running.
White in green: normal runnability.
Green 30%: slow running.
Green 60%: walk.
Minimum length: two dashes (3.25 mm - footprint 48 m).
Colour: black + white/green/yellow.

0.35

0.35
0.25

3.0

min.

0.25

0.25

2.0

min.

0.18
0.25

1.0

min.

0.18
0.250.8

min.

1.0

0.14

0.252.0

0.45

min.



32

509 Railway (L)
A railway or other kind of railed track.
If it is forbidden to run along the railway, it shall be combined with symbol 
Out-of-bounds route (711). If it is forbidden to cross the railway, it must be 
combined with symbol Area that shall not be entered (520) or Out-of-bounds 
area (709).
Minimum length (isolated): two black dashes (4 mm - footprint 60 m).
Colour: black, white.

510 Power line, cableway or skilift (L, P)
Power line, cableway or skilift. The bars show the exact location of the pylons. 
The line may be broken to improve legibility.
If a section of a power line, cableway or skilift goes along a road or path (and 
does not offer significant additional navigational value) it should be omitted.
Minimum length (isolated): 5 mm (footprint: 75 m).
Colour: black.

511 Major power line (L, P)
Major power lines should be drawn with a double line. The gap between the 
lines may indicate the extent of the power line. The lines may be broken to 
improve legibility. The bars show the exact location of the pylons. Very large 
carrying masts shall be represented in plan shape using outline of symbol 
Building (521) or with symbol High tower (524).
Colour: black.

512 Bridge / tunnel (L, P)
Bridges and tunnels are represented using the same basic symbols.
If it is not possible to get through a tunnel (or under a bridge), it shall be 
omitted.
Minimum length (of baseline): 0.4 mm (footprint 6 m).
Small bridges connected to a track/path are shown by centring a track dash 
on the crossing. Tracks/paths are broken for water course crossings without 
bridges. A small footbridge with no path leading to it is represented with a 
single dash.
Colour: black.

513.1 Wall (L)
A significant wall of stone, concrete, wood or other materials. 
Minimum height: 1 m.
Minimum length (isolated): 1.4 mm (footprint 21 m).
Colour: black.
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513.2 Retaining wall (L)
A significant wall of stone, concrete, wood or other materials which is seen 
only from one side. Half dot must point to the lower level. Minimum height: 
0.5 m.
Minimum lenght (isolated): 1.4 mm (footprint 21 m).
Colour: black.

514 Ruined wall (L)
A ruined or less distinct wall. Minimum height 0.5 m.
Minimum length: two dashes (3.65 mm - footprint 55 m). If shorter, the symbol 
must be exaggerated to the minimum length or changed to symbol Wall (513.1).
Colour: black.

515 Impassable wall (L)
An impassable or uncrossable wall, normally more than 1.5 m high.
Minimum length (isolated): 3 mm (footprint 45 m).
Colour: black.

516 Fence (L)
A passable or crossable fence, normally less than 1.5 m high.
If the fence forms an enclosed area, tags should be placed inside.
Minimum length (isolated): 1.5 mm (footprint 22.5 m).
Colour: black.

517 Ruined fence (L)
A ruined or less distinct fence. If the fence forms an enclosed area, tags should 
be placed inside.
Minimum length: two dashes (3.65 mm - footprint 55 m). If shorter, the symbol 
must be exaggerated to the minimum length or changed to symbol Fence 
(516).
Colour: black.

518 Impassable fence (L)
An impassable or uncrossable fence, normally more than 1.5 m high.
If the fence forms an enclosed area, tags should be placed inside.
Minimum length (isolated): 2 mm (footprint 30 m).
Colour: black.

519 Crossing point (P)
A way through or over a wall, fence or other linear feature, including a gate 
or stile.
For uncrossable features, the line shall be broken at the crossing point. For 
passable features, the line shall not be broken if passing involves a degree 
of climb.
Colour: black.
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520 Area that shall not be entered (A)
An out-of-bounds area is a feature such as a private house, a garden, a fac-
tory or another industrial area. Only contours and prominent features such as 
railways and large buildings shall be shown inside an out-of-bounds area. The 
area shall be discontinued where a path goes through and white colour is used 
as background with overlap 0.15 mm on both sides. 
Out-of-bound areas with a clear border shall be bounded by a black boundary 
line or another black line, if the border is unclear no black line shall occur. 
Course planning symbol 709 can be used for temporary out-of bounds areas. 
An out-of-bounds area shall not be entered.
Minimum area: 1 mm x 1 mm (footprint 15 m x 15 m).
Colour: yellow + green 50%.

521 Building (A)
A building is shown with its ground plan so far as the scale permits.
Buildings larger than 75 m x 75 m may be represented with a dark grey infill 
in urban areas.
Passages through buildings must have a minimum width of 0.4 mm (footprint 
6.0 m).
Buildings within forbidden areas are generalised.
Areas totally contained within a building shall not be mapped (they shall be 
represented as being part of the building). Minimum gap indicating a pas-
sage between buildings and between buildings and other impassable features 
should be 0.4 mm.
Minimum area: 0.5 mm x 0.5 mm (footprint 7.5 m x 7.5 m).
Colour: black (or black (outline), black 50%).

522 Canopy (A)
An accessible and runnable area with roof.
Minimum area (isolated): 0.6 mm x 0.6 mm (footprint 9 m x 9 m). Minimum 
(inside) width: 0.4 mm (footprint 6.0 m).
Colour: black 20%, black.

523 Ruin (L)
A ruined building. The ground plan of a ruin is shown to scale, down to the 
minimum size. Ruins that are so small that they cannot be drawn to scale may 
be represented using a solid line.
Minimum area (outside measures): 0.8 mm x 0.8 mm (footprint 12 m x 12 m).
Colour: black.

100% 50%
YELLOW GREEN 0.18

min.
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35

524 High tower (P)
A high tower or large pylon. If it is in a forest, it must be visible above the level 
of the surrounding forest.Towers with a larger footprint must be represented 
using symbol Building (521).
The symbol is orientated to north.
Footprint: 21 m in diameter.
Colour: black.

525 Small tower (P)
An obvious small tower or elevated platform or seat. The object shall be with 
elevation above the ground. Location is at the centre of gravity of the symbol.
The symbol is orientated to north.
Footprint: 15 m x 15 m.
Colour: black.

526 Cairn (P)
A prominent cairn, memorial stone, boundary stone or trigonometric point.
Minimum height: 0.5 m.
Footprint: 12 m in diameter.
Colour: black.

527 Fodder rack (P)
A fodder rack, which is free standing or attached to a tree.
Location is at the centre of gravity of the symbol.
The symbol is orientated to north.
Footprint: 13.5 m x 13.5 m.
Colour: black.

528 Prominent line feature (L)
A prominent man-made line feature. For example, a low pipeline (gas, water, 
oil, heat, etc.) or a bobsleigh / skeleton track that is clearly visible. The defini-
tion of the symbol must be given on the map.
Minimum length: 1.5 mm (footprint 22.5 m).
Colour: black.

529 Prominent uncrossable line feature (L)
An uncrossable man-made line feature. For example, a high pipeline (gas, wa-
ter, oil, heat, etc.) or a bobsleigh / skeleton track. The definition of the symbol 
must be given on the map.
Minimum length: 2 mm (footprint 30 m).
Colour: black.
 
530 Prominent man-made feature - ring (P)
Location is at the centre of gravity of the symbol.
The definition of the symbol must be given on the map.
Footprint: 12 m in diameter.
Colour: black.
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3.6 Technical symbols

601 Magnetic north line (L)
Magnetic north lines are lines placed on the map pointing to magnetic north, 
parallel to the sides of the paper. Their spacing on the map shall be 20 mm 
on the map which represents 300 m on the ground at the scale of 1:15 000. 
If the map is enlarged to 1:10 000, the spacing of the lines will be 30 mm on 
the map.
North lines shall be broken to improve the legibility of the map, for instance 
where they would obscure small features. In areas with very few water fea-
tures, blue lines may be used.
Colour: black or blue.

602 Registration mark (P)
At least three registration marks may be placed in the corners of the map. 
These can be used for printing courses on already printed maps. In addition, it 
allows a check of colour registration when printing colours separately.
Colour: all printing colours.

603 Spot height (P, T)
Spot heights are used for the rough assessment of height differences. The 
height is given to the nearest metre. Water levels are given without the dot. 
Spot heights must only be used where they do not conflict with other symbols.
Font: sans-serif, 1.5 mm, non-bold, non-italic.
Colour: black.

0.120.1

min.
4 mm 0.1

219
451

1.5
ø 0.3

531 Prominent man-made feature - x (P)
Location is at the centre of gravity of the symbol. 
The symbol is orientated to north.
The definition of the symbol must be given on the map.
Footprint: 12 m x 12 m.
Colour: black.

532 Stairway (L)
A distinct stairway through the terrain which helps to climb very steep slopes or 
to cross over impassable objects. A stairway going through rock passages or 
between impassable objects may be drawn without border lines. 
An easily runnable stairway or indistinct stairway should be drawn as a foot-
path. Steps of a stairway shall be represented in a generalized manner.
Minimum length: 3 (graphical) steps.
Minimum width: 0.4 mm (IM).
Colour: black.
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0.8 (OM)

0.8 (OM)

0.1

0.1 min. 0.4 (IM)

min. 0.4
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3.7 Course planning symbols

The dimensions of the course planning symbols are specified in mm at the printed scale of 1:15 000. For 
larger map scales the symbols shall be enlarged proportionally (to 150% for 1:10 000, to 300% for 1:5 000).
All course planning symbols shall be printed over the map content. They shall not mask out map detail of at 
least black, brown and blue 100%. Drawings in this sections are at 1:15 000.

701 Start (P)
The place where the orienteering starts. The centre of the triangle shows the 
precise position where the orienteering course starts. The start must be on a 
clearly identifiable point on the map. The triangle points in the direction of the 
first control.
Colour: purple (lower purple).

702 Map issue point (P)
If there is a marked route to the start point, the map issue point is marked 
using this symbol.
Colour: purple (upper purple).

703 Control point (P)
For point features, the centre of the circle shall be the centre of the symbol. 
For line and area features, the centre of the circle shows the precise position 
of the control marker. Controls shall only be placed on points that are clearly 
identifiable on the map.
Sections of the circle should be omitted to leave important detail showing.
Footprint 75 m
Colour: purple (lower purple).

704 Control number (T)
The number of the control is placed close to the control point circle in such a 
way that it does not obscure important detail. The numbers are orientated to 
north.
Font: Arial, 4.0 mm, non-bold, non-italic.
Colour: purple (lower purple).

705 Course line (L)
Where controls are to be visited in order, the sequence is shown using straight 
lines from the start to the first control and then from each control to the next 
one. Sections of lines should be omitted to leave important detail showing. The 
line should be drawn via mandatory crossing points. There should be gaps 
between the line and the control circle in order to increase the readability of 
the underlying detail close to the control.
Colour: purple (lower purple).

706 Finish (P)
The end of the course.
Colour: purple (lower purple).
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707 Marked route (L)
A marked route that is a part of the course. It is mandatory to follow the marked 
route.
Minimum length: 2 dashes (4.5 mm – footprint: 67.5 m).
Colour: purple (upper purple).

708 Out-of-bounds boundary (L)
A boundary which it is not permitted to cross.
An out-of-bounds boundary shall not be crossed.
Minimum length: 1 mm (footprint: 15 m).
Colour: purple (lower purple).

709 Out-of-bounds area (A)
An out-of-bounds area. A bounding line may be drawn if there is no natural 
boundary, as follows: 
•	 A solid line indicates that the boundary is marked continuously (tapes, 

etc.) in the terrain.
•	 A dashed line indicates intermittent marking in the terrain.
•	 No line indicates no marking in the terrain.
An out-of-bounds area shall not be entered.
Minimum width: 3 mm.
Minimum area: 3 mm x 3 mm (footprint 45 m x 45 m).
Colour: purple (upper purple).

710 Crossing point (L)
A crossing point, for instance through or over a wall or fence, across a road 
or railway, through a tunnel or out-of-bounds area, or over an uncrossable 
boundary is drawn on the map with two lines curving outwards. The lines shall 
reflect the length of the crossing.
Colour: purple (lower purple).

711 Out-of-bounds route (L)
A route which is out-of-bounds. Competitors are allowed to cross directly over 
a forbidden route, but it is forbidden to go along it.
An out-of-bounds route shall not be used.
Minimum length: 2 symbols (6 mm - footprint 90 m).
Colour: purple (upper purple).

712 First aid post (P)
The location of a first aid post.
Colour: purple (lower purple).

713 Refreshment point (P)
The location of a refreshment point which is not at a control.
Colour: purple (lower purple).
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3.8 Precise definition of symbols

Note: dimensions are specified in mm.
All drawings are magnified (10x) for clarity only. The centre of gravity is marked (x) when it is not unambiguous.
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715 Continuing point after map exchange (P)
Symbol marking the continuation of the course after the map flip or the map
exchange. The triangle points in the direction of the following control.
Colour: purple (lower purple).
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516

0.140.40

0.14
2.0 60°

518

0.14
0.40

0.25
2.5 60°

0.6

528
0.14

2.0
0.140.4

45°
529

0.25
2.0

0.140.4

45°

0.6

530

0.8
0.16

531

0.8

0.80.16

713

0.4 3.5

3.5

1.1

0.5

2.1

1.879

524

1.4

1.4

0.16

ø 0.8

525

1.0
0.16

1.0

0.308

526

0.8
0.16

0.14

527
0.354

0.9

60° 0.160.9



41

Errata (changes to the document):

Date Nr Symbol Description

20.01.2020 415 Distinct cultivation boundary Change of line width: 0.14 --> 0.10 mm.

20.01.2020 214 Bare rock Change of colour:
grey or black 25% --> black 30%.

20.01.2020 521 Building Change of colour: black 65% --> black 60%.

20.01.2020 701 
-713 Course planning symbols Precise definition of colour: upper and lower purple.

23.01.2022 108 Small erosion gully Minimum number of dots: 3 --> 2.

23.01.2022 416 Distinct vegetation boundary Change of color: green 100% and black 50% --> dark 
green (100 0 80 30).

23.01.2022 513.1 Wall Change of symbol number: 513 --> 513.1.

23.01.2022 513.2 Retaining wall New symbol.

23.01.2022 521 Building Change of colour of large buildings: 60% --> 50%.

23.01.2022 601 Magnetic north line Change of line width of blue line: 0.18 --> 0.12 mm.

23.01.2022 709 Out of bounds area
Change of line width of cross hatch: 0.25 --> 0.2 mm;
Change of gap of cross hatch: 0.8 --> 1.2 mm;
Change of minimum sizes.

15.02.2022 307 Uncrossable marsh Change of minimum size.

15.02.2022 408 Vegetation: walk Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

15.02.2022 416 Distinct vegetation boundary Correction of minimum size.

15.02.2022 514 Ruined wall Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

15.02.2022 517 Ruined fence Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

15.02.2022 520 Area that shall not be entered Correction of minimum size.

15.02.2022 711 Out-of-bounds route Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

07.04.2022 704 Control number Change of colour: upper --> lower purple.

16.09.2022 Correction of the name of the Colour appendix.

16.09.2022 104 Earth bank Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

16.09.2022 201 Impassable Cliff Correction of the graphic of the symbol

16.09.2022 202 Cliff Change of minimum distance: 0.2 --> 0.15;
Correction of the graphic of the symbol.

16.09.2022 206 Gigantic boulder or rock pillar Correction of Minimum size: 0.3 --> 0.25.

16.09.2022 408 Vegetation: walk Addition of colour green 30%.

16.09.2022 410 Vegetation: fight
Addition of colour green 60 % / green 30%;
Correction of green 20% --> green 30%;
Correction of the graphic of the symbol.
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Date Nr Symbol Description

16.09.2022 416 Distinct vegetation boundary Correction of definition of the symbol.

20.01.2024 1.1 Conventions Adding text: Impassable / Uncrossable features.

20.01.2024 2.11.4 Screens New table of permissible combinations of screens

20.01.2024 101 Contour Change of text: Contours shall be adapted or broken

20.01.2024 104 Earth bank Change of line width: 0.18 --> 0.25 mm.

20.01.2024 105.1 Earth wall Renumbering of symbol.

20.01.2024 105.2 Retaining earth wall New symbol.

20.01.2024 107 Erosion gully
Change of footprint: 17 --> 17.25 m;
Change of text: Contour lines may be broken around 
this symbol for better readability.

20.01.2024 108 Small erosion gully Change of text: A small erosion gully or dry ditch.
Contour lines shall be broken around this symbol.

20.01.2024 203.1 Rocky pit or cave Renumbering of symbol.

20.01.2024 203.2 Dangerous pit New symbol.

20.01.2024 214 Bare rock Change of colour: black 30% --> black 35%

20.01.2024 301 Uncrossable body of water
More detailed symbol definition;
Deletion of minimum graphic.
Change of line width: 0.18 mm --> 0.12 mm

20.01.2024 302 Shallow body of water More detailed symbol definition;
Deletion of minimum graphic.

20.01.2024 304 Crossable watercourse More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 305 Small crossable watercourse More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 307 Uncrossable marsh Change of line width: 0.18 --> 0.12 mm.

20.01.2024 308 Marsh Change line width of minimum graphic: 
0.1 --> 0.12 mm.

20.01.2024 417 Prominent large tree More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 418 Prominent bush or tree More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 419 Prominent vegetation feature More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 502 Wide road More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 503 Road More detailed symbol definition.

20.01.2024 509 Railway Change in text: Minimum length (isolated): two black 
dashes (4 mm - footprint 60 m).

20.01.2024 513.2 Retaining wall
Change of minimum height: 1.0 --> 0.5 m;
Change of minimum lenght: 2.4 --> 1.4 mm.
Shift of the half dots by 0.05 mm from the center line.

20.01.2024 516 Fence More detailed symbol definition.
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Date Nr Symbol Description

20.01.2024 520 Area that shall not be entered

Add to text: The area shall be discontinued where a 
path goes through and white colour is used as back-
ground with overlap 0.15 mm on both sides.
Deletion of alternative representation of graphic.

20.01.2024 521 Building Change of text: Passages through buildings must have 
a minimum width of 0.4 mm (footprint 6.0 m).

20.01.2024 522 Canopy Change of text: Minimum (inside) width: 0.4 mm 
(footprint 6.0 m).

20.01.2024 525 Small tower Change of text: An obvious small tower or elevated 
platform or seat.

20.01.2024 715 Continuing point after map 
exchange New symbol.

20.01.2024 105.2
513.2 Precise definition of symbols New symbols.




